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upon which women hoped to obtain the strongest love     1870
and admiration of men.   The gratification of this passion     ~
in its highest form, therefore, has been with women con- Aetat 6
ditional upon their restraining it in its lowest.    It has not
yet been tried what the same conditions will do for men.
I believe that they will do all that we wish, nor am I alone
in thinking that men are by nature capable of as thorough
a control over these passions as women are.   I have known
eminent medical men, and lawyers of logical mind, of the
same opinion.

But in the second place, supposing that Mr. Lecky
is right in thinking, as he apparently does, that men are
not capable of efficient control over this propensity, I
should still differ from him when he thinks that prostitu-
tion is the best safety-valve. I, on the contrary, think
that with the exception of sheer brutal violence, there
is no greater evil that this propensity can produce than
prostitution. Of all modes of sexual indulgence con-
sistent with the personal freedom and safety of women,
I regard prostitution as the very worst, not only on account
of the wretched women whose whole existence it sacrifices,
but because no other is anything like so corrupting to the
man. In no other is there the same total absence of even
a temporary gleam of affection or tenderness ; in no other
is the woman to the man so completely a mere thing, used
simply as a means for a purpose which to herself must
be disgusting. Moreover, so far from thinking with Mr.
Lecky that prostitution is a safeguard even to the virtuous
women, I think it cuts at the core of happiness in mar-
riage, since it gives women a feeling of difference and
distance between themselves and their husbands, and
prevents married people from having frank confidence in
one another. Marriage has not had a fair trial. It has
yet to be seen what marriage will do; with equality of
rights on both sides, with that full freedom of choice
which as yet is very incomplete anywhere, and in most
countries does not exist at all on the woman's side, and
with a conscientious scruple, enforced by opinion, against
giving existence to more children than can be done justice
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